ENGLAND FENCING

Tomorrow’s Achievers 

Code Of Conduct For Poland 2008

In accepting an invitation to fence abroad you will be representatives of your country as well as of England Fencing and you will be expected to show high standards of behaviour both on and off the piste. Both fencers and parents/guardians are required to read, accept and sign the code of conduct as set out below.

General Behaviour

The manager of the visit (Head of Delegation – HoD) has the final say on discipline matters, and delegates responsibility to other travelling officials. You agree to follow reasonable instructions from the HoD and officials. This applies from the start of the trip until you are collected by a named, responsible adult on return.

Alcohol and Smoking

England Fencing has a 100% “no alcohol” policy on youth trips. No fencer or official may consume alcohol for the duration of the trip (including travel). Smoking is not permitted for the fencers. As a courtesy to the fencers and on health grounds, officials are required and accompanying parents are requested not to smoke in front of the fencers. Parents attending are also requested to avoid alcohol when with the squad. 

Early Nights

Retiring to your room early, especially on the night before members of the party are fencing the following day, is specifically regarded as a reasonable instruction. You should always respect the rights of others to peace and quiet. This is a competition held over two days (girls one day, boys another), and fencers are expected to respect the need of the remaining fencers to get a good night’s sleep.

Conduct At The Competition

Fencing rules include the following, “you pledge your honour to observe the regulations, obey the orders and abide by the decisions of the referees; be respectful and behave in an orderly, courteous and sporting manner”. In the event of a dispute there are proper procedures laid down to deal with them.

If you have any difficulties whilst fencing you should ask a squad official to assist, whilst acting courteously towards the referee. Officials can only be of assistance however where you have acted appropriately in the first place. Although this is an individual competition, you are travelling as part of a squad. You are expected to support your fellow squad members wherever possible. This includes when you are not fencing (unless warming up for your next fight) and after you have been eliminated.  The boys will be expected to support the girls and vice versa.

Breaches of Discipline

Breaches of discipline shall be dealt with in the first instance by the HoD, who has certain powers delegated to him/her and has the ability and authority to deal with offences immediately, including making arrangements for the immediate return home of offenders at their own cost. 

Any serious breach of discipline (whether covered by these guidelines or not) will also be referred to the Disciplinary

Committee in accordance with the BFA Disciplinary Regulations (A copy of which is on the British Fencing Web Page or can be requested from British Fencing HQ). You should remember that you are subject to BFA discipline from the moment you set out to the moment you arrive home again.

I accept the code of conduct as set out above and agree to abide by the reasonable decisions made by the

accompanying officials

Signed: ………………………………………………… (fencer) Date: ………………..………….

As parent/guardian, I confirm the signature of the fencer above and further I:-

accept all normal risks of participation in a fencing event and of travelling for that purpose, and will not hold the BFA or EF or its officials liable for any loss, damage, injury or expense suffered.

accept the rules and procedures laid down by England Fencing for parties travelling to events and accept that breaches of the rules could lead to subsequent action by the British Fencing Disciplinary Committee after return to the UK.

will indemnify the BFA/England Fencing in respect of any costs and expenses incurred by the BFA or EF or its officials for or on behalf of the fencer or as a result of anything done by the fencer.

authorise any emergency medical treatment which may be necessary and any drug testing procedures required.

Signed: ……………………………………..………….. (parent/guardian) Date: ………………………..….
Youth Director – Matthew Thompson, 01235 532460


Poland 2008 Squad Manager – Maggie Lloyd-Jones 0148 244 5664
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