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After our successful trips to Paris in February 2007 and 2008, we are taking an England Fencing Tomorrow's Achievers epee squad to the XXI International Children’s Fencing Tournament Challenge Wratislavia competition, held on Thursday March 27th (girls)   and Friday March 28th 2008 (boys). The squad will consist of up to12 boys and 12 girls born in 1993 or later, hopefully with entries at all age groups (U11, U13 and U15). 

Key documents like the consent form, code of conduct etc can be found at the bottom of the page. 

Details below in Frequently Asked Question format.

Q. What sort of competition is it?

A. This is a large individual international competition held over 5 days, at all weapons, for 3 age groups, for boys and girls:  we are attending for 2 of those days (epee only) but we aim to take fencers for all age groups both boys and girls. Last year, in the girls U11 there were 36 girls, U15 there were 128. A quick check across boys and girls shows that 11 countries took part last year, including a few Brits !!  This competition used to be known at the Vitti Challenge.  It is held in a very modern complex.  The competition web site can be found here: www.challengewratislavia.pl

 Q. When is the competition?

A. March 27th for the girls and March 28th for the boys, but the TA organised trip goes out to Poland Wednesday 26th March returning Saturday 29th March.  

PLEASE NOTE:  whilst this competition is the week of Easter Monday, your child may still be at school.

Q. What is the formula being used for the competition ?

A. There will be one round of pools, then direct eliminations as normal.  There will be no fence off for 3rd place.  The competition is being run in accordance with FIE Regulations.
NB - the number of hits to be scored and the time of each round in a fight might be different to what you are used to: U15 is as usual – 5 hit pools or 3 minutes, then 15 hits in a maximum of 3 rounds of 3 minutes each; U13 and U11 are 4 hit pools, then 12 hits in a maximum of 3 rounds of 2 minutes each

Q. Who has been selected?

A. The list of selected fencers is on the TA website.
Q. How were selections made?

A. Fencers who were born in 1993 or later, and who won the EYC U11, U13 or U15 epee competition in 2007 were selected automatically. The remaining places are chosen from a ranking list based on competition results for 2007. 
Q. What are the travel plans?

A. An escorted group will fly either from Luton (Wizz air) or London Stanstead (Ryan air) to Wroclaw on the Wednesday, returning Saturday. If fencers and their families wish to travel independently, that is acceptable SO LONG AS WE KNOW DETAILS. Transport will be arranged to collect squad members from the airport for the transfer to the hotel.  I hope there will be room to take whoever wants to travel with us, but it is likely that I can only make the arrangement for the main, escorted party.
Q. What is the baggage allowance?

A.The proposed flight is via Whizz Air from Luton or Ryanair from Stanstead.  

For Ryanair, everyone has cabin baggage allowance limited to one item of a maximum of 10 kilos per person, 55 x 40 x 20 cms (back pack or small holdall sort of size).  Checked in luggage (Suitcases and things) has a maximum weight of 15 kilos, and each bag costs £5 each way, £5.50 per kilo each excess kilo.  HOWEVER, Sports kit has to be stowed in the hold, and EACH bag costs £15.50 each way. Anything over 15 kilos costs the extra too !!  It should be possible to share a fencing bag with a friend/team mate for weapons.  Weights and gauges are NOT required on this trip, so LEAVE THEM AT HOME !!  

These are “pre booked” prices:  if we have to pay at the airport it is significantly more.  We will cost in 1 sports bag between 2 fencers: this can contain weapons and clothes.  Mask and fencing jacket etc can go in your hand/cabin luggage: 10 kilos of cabin luggage is free.  Any extra bags/hold luggage or anything weighing over 15 kilos will be your responsibility to pay for.
For Wizz Air baggage, their “special bags” i.e. sports bags, are £21 each way, hold luggage £4.50 each way.  This is for bags booked when I book tickets. Weights and sizes look the same.

Q. Where are the team staying?

A. The Raddison Hotel, Wroclaw.  The team will share rooms with 3 beds in each room (twin rooms with an additional bed).  The hotel have been asked to ensure that staff are staying on the same floor and preferably in a line and/or opposite  We have 4 staff rooms to 8 team rooms, and the proposal is to have a staff room at each end and 2 in the middle on the opposite side if possible, thus spreading adult rooms out as much as possible.

Q. How much will it cost?

A. The trip is being subsidised by Heat Line, Double Green, England Fencing, and the Tomorrow's Achievers supporters’ fund. Sponsorship deals have recently been finalised.  This is a comparatively long trip (3 nights) but we expect the final charge per fencer, including accommodation, food, tracksuit, entry fees, referees fees, chaperonage and coaching support to be about £180, plus flights. A full budget will be published.  We are taking 6 staff. 

This sum does not include travel insurance:  you are recommended to ensure that your child is covered on any family policy or their own policy AND to consider whether you wish to take out any additional insurance to cover this trip AND fencing.

It would be a great shame if some selected fencers were unable to come because they could not afford the cost. I am pleased to say that a sum of money is being made available to assist appropriate cases. All requests to be considered for such assistance now received are being considered and individual awards are being made. There is not be a large amount of money to spare, and I trust that this is going to people who genuinely would have difficulty in attending otherwise. 

Q. Who will be looking after the fencers?

A. The core management team are Maggie Lloyd-Jones (Team Manager),  Matthew Thompson (England Youth Officer/coach).  Jenny Douglas (coach) and Duncan Rowlands (chaperone/ref) are also attending, as is Vikki Albert and Andrew Chang (both BAF volunteers).  All of the above are CRB checked through British Fencing, and have attended relevant Child Protection courses. They are all experienced in taking part in fencing trips abroad and will follow the guidelines laid down by England Fencing Ltd for the safety and welfare of the fencers. All adults on the management team abstain from alcohol for the duration of the trip.

In addition, some attending parents may be accredited in official supporting roles, provided that they have a CRB check through British Fencing and agree to comply with England Fencing codes of conduct for officials.  We are endeavouring to increase the band of adults willing to act in an official capacity on organised trips away.

If any CRB checks are not completed prior to the trip, Self Declaration forms will be completed.

Q. Can parents attend?

A. Parents (and siblings) are very welcome to attend, but will need to make their own travel and accommodation arrangements. We are staying at the Raddison Hotel in Wroclaw. The schedule in Poland is fairly tight, so we do ask that parents leave the support staff to look after the fencers during the time they are in our charge (i.e. from the time the fencer comes into our care until the time we hand responsibility back to their parent/carer), and on no account to remove their child or any other from the group without informing the team manager. I hope that there will be a limited number of seats on transport to and from the hotel available for parents and siblings. 
Q. Can parents help out? 

A. There are a number of specific roles where parents can help, both at the event and before. In particular, willing parents who can help with escort duties, managing press releases, event photography, as logistical support, or who have Polish language skills should contact me as soon as possible, please.

Parents accredited as supporting officials will need a CRB check through British Fencing, and if possible, we would prefer that they had attended a Child Protection (Sports Coach UK Safeguarding Children) course. A training day might be set up if sufficient parents wish to attend, probably at a TA training day, when we can include other parents too. 

We regret that we are not able to pay expenses for these roles, but you might get a very natty tracksuit top!
Q. Will this competition clash with a nominated cadet competition, and if so, which one should I attend?

A. Poland 2008 does not appear to clash with any LPJS competition. If there is a clash, it is unlikely that not attending the domestic competition will radically affect your domestic GB or EF ranking BUT you must consider this before you accept the Poland selection. Unfortunately, the decision about Poland needs to be made NOW so that flights etc can be booked. 

Q. I have had a confirmed selection email - what do I do now?

A. Check that you are eligible. You must be born ‘93,‘94,‘95,’96,’97 or ‘98 and be a member of England Fencing. Full eligibility criteria can be found by clicking here
Read through the Qs and As on this page, and decide whether you would like to accept. If you wish to decline, or are not eligible, it would be a great help if you could let us know early, so that the reserve fencers get more time to prepare. If you wish to accept, then please email back to say so, also including your tracksuit size, FULL NAME AND PASSPORT NUMBER (or indicate if you prefer to make your own travel arrangements.) Please also send off the deposit cheque ASAP, as the organisers will have to pay for several cost elements in advance.

Q. I have had a reserve selection email - what do I do now? 

A. Read through the Qs and As on this page, and decide whether you would like to accept a reserve place if a selected fencer drops out. Email back to indicate whether you would accept such a place if offered, but please don't send any money at this stage. 

Q. I haven't been selected, but would like to go as a private entry. Is this possible?

A. Yes it is. We would like to take more than 24 fencers, but there are logistical limits to how many and of which age we can properly manage. There is no problem with private entries, although you may be asked by the organisers to contribute towards refereeing costs. If you would like to make your own arrangements, the competition website is listed above.

Q. Where can I find tracksuit sizing?

A. The tracksuit (sponsored by www.heatline.co.uk) is a "Team England" tracksuit by Team Colours Ltd. You can get a sizing chart here but don't order direct - just send the relevant size of top and trousers back to me, and with good luck and a following wind, you might receive an official, embroidered tracksuit before the event.  If not, it will be sent on receipt/ available at a TA training day. You can mix and match sizes - for instance you can order Adult medium trousers with Junior large jacket if necessary. Don't forget you might grow in the next few months, and that the tracksuit needs to fit over fencing kit. 

Q. I was selected for Paris 07/08 - do I get another tracksuit?

A. If you have grown to such an extent that the tracksuit no longer fits, then we will provide a new suit or relevant garment. However, if last years trackie still fits, or if you only need new trousers, or you will have a Paris 08 trackie, please tell us. That way we can save some of the sponsor’s funds.

Q.
Do I get England stripes?

A.  I have asked very nicely, and I believe the answer will be “yes”.

Q. What kit do I need to take?

A. Full electric fencing kit, including 800N plastron (not 350N). Weapons sizes allowed may vary for each age group, and these are being checked with the organisers, but even if the fencer is “allowed” to fence up a weapon size, this competition is not the time to experiment! At least 2, preferably 3 or 4 weapons, and 2 or more working body wires would be useful. There does not appear to be any weapons control, but is on the list of questions being asked of the organisers. Please make sure that your weapons and wires are well maintained before departure - we will carry an emergency armoury kit, but we really don't want to be handling avoidable problems.

NB see the additional sheet regarding kit required.

Q. What else do I need to take?

A. BFA CARD, PASSPORT and EUROPEAN HEALTH CARD! 

· Wednesday will be a busy day: we will go to the venue for a look see if open (the sabre competitions are on that day), team photos etc, and there will be a “proper” evening meal. You will, however, need to bring sufficient food to keep you going until then - slow burning carbohydrate foods like pasta, brown rice and brown bread are recommended. 
· Water, sports drinks and food will be provided for the fencing days, but if your child has a particular favourite comp snack, then please pack it for them. Our provisions will be locally sourced on this trip.
· Clothes for the evening meals (its likely to be cold in Wroclaw in March!) and to change into if the worst happens, and they are knocked out early. 

· If children bring items like iPods, cameras, or other high value items, they must be prepared to look after them. The organisers will take charge of any medication, and will also look after passports if required.

Q. Who do I contact for more information?

A.
Maggie Lloyd-Jones, (team manager) can be contacted on Maggie@lloydjones.karoo.co.uk,  by phone on       01482 445664        (evenings) or               07974 437193        (mobile 24/7). Home address 88 Sunnybank, Hull, HU3 1LF.

Q. Will the fencers need names on their jackets?

A. No, although they are quite welcome to have their name and either ENG or GBR stencilled on the back. The main fencing equipment suppliers offer this service. 

Consent Form
Consent Form (low graphic version)
Code of Conduct
Code of Conduct (low graphic version)
Publicity form
Kit List
Tracksuit sizing
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